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THE COLOR-LINE IN MEDICINE. 





Amonc the scores of medical school cata- 
logues which load the mails, there is one, at 
least, which is unique. Time was—and that 
not long ago—when a woman’s school would 
catch the eye as something clearly out of the 
ordinary run, but that peculiarity has been 
swept away. In spite of the unchivalric at- 
titude of the American Association against 
the feminine doctors, they continue to knock 
at the door and to educate their applicants in 
the best-appointed medical schools of their 
own; and, turning from good to bad, we 
see the homeopathic, eclectic, vito-therapic, 
and what not idiotic knaveries or knavish 
idiocies have their representative educational 
establishments in many sections. There is 
only one place, however, where the colored 
man and the brother has his particular med- 
ical school, and that happens where of all 
placgg it was most likely to happen, at Nash- 
ville, home of the Medical University, birth- 
place of journals thereto. 

The Fourth Annual Announcement of the 
MeHarry Medical College—of course a de- 
partment of a college, the Central Tennes- 
see—is before us. The school is intended 
for the education of colored physicians; and 
if there is any faith to be put in circulars it is 
intended for their very good education. The 
standard named is quite up to that of most 
of the colleges in the country. Three years’ 
study is required, and the course is graded. 
Recitations and monthly written examina- 
tions form prominent features. Examination 
for the degree also is conducted in writing. 
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The circular says: “There is no reason 
why the colored physician should not be as 
thoroughly educated as any other. There 
are special reasons why he should be most 
thoroughly equipped for his work. The ig- 
norance, the irregular habits of life, and the 
great mortality among the colored people in 
many parts of the South, render it absolutely 
necessary that those whose work is especially 
among this class should be thoroughly pre- 
pared to grapple with the different problems 
which present themselves in this field of prac- 
tice.”’ 

There is not a more modest announce- 
ment—or perhaps one so modest—published 
in the range of medical school literature ; 
and apparently the liberality of the “Rev. 
Samuel MeHarry and his brother,’’ which 
founded the college, was most worthily be- 
stowed. We shall wish the institution every 
success, and shall always be glad to see meas- 
ures for the betterment of the colored race 
instituted on southern soil, where they are 
not only most likely to be instituted, but 
where they are most apt to succeed. There 
is a decided call for colored physicians, to 
take charge of their own race, and to the 
good of all parties concerned. Taken all 
in all, the negro is not an indifferent judge 
of merit, and the medical skill procured 
by the education of the MeHarry College 
will no doubt find in due time a proper 
market. 

The graduates of the institution are said 
to have been particularly successful so far, 
not in the boasting spirit which a white in- 
stitution not far away is wont to publish in 
immodest announcements, but in answer to 
the natural question, Can the colored doctor 
get a practice? 
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Sorrespondence. 


LONDON LETTER. 


FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. 


Doctors’ Holidays—Sir Henry Thomson, Artist and 
Surgeon—The Congress Season—Doctors of all Na- 
tions at Amsterdam—Professor Donders on Claude 
Bernard and the Progress of Physiology — French 
Appreciation of Foreign Work—Professor Lister’s 
Oration—Tableaux Vivants—Dr. Sayre—The Amer- 
ican Banquet—Some new Instruments of Clinical 
Research. 

To the Editors of the Louisville Medical News: 
The autumn vacation closes to-day, and 

to-morrow the medical schools reopen. The 
medical men of London have every year 
longer holidays and are approaching more 
nearly now to the freedom of vacation move- 
ment of which your leading men have long 
set an example. Thus Sir Henry Thomson 
allows himself, as a rule, three months’ holi- 
day, and spends it traveling through Europe 
studying art in the most famous picture-gal- 
leries. Sir Henry Thomson is as distin- 
guished an amateur in old painting as he is 
a professional in surgery. He has long been 
an annual exhibitor at the Royal Academy, 
and more than once his pictures have been 
exhibited at the French Salon. He travels 
chiefly with his elder daughter, who is also 
an accomplished artist, and has been trained 
by him to the same thorough kind of work 
which has made his success in life. Thus 
during the last four years they have not only 
visited every famous picture-gallery in Eu- 
rope, including the great collections of St. 
Petersburg, Rome, Florence, Amsterdam, 
Paris, and all the best-known private collec- 
tions in the most distant corners, but have 
studied them together with so much dili- 
gence and method that Miss Thomson has 
published, as the fruit of their vacation ram- 
bles, a catalogue of all the best works of the 
great painters in all the galleries of Europe, 
with careful indications of any existing 
doubts as to their authenticity or the cor- 
rectness of their attribution, and this very 
handy and well-compiled manual has been re- 
ceived with so much favor by the highest 
authorities that the director of our great na- 
tional collection keeps always a copy on his 
desk for reference, and the first edition has 
been rapidly exhausted. 

This year I met Sir Henry Thomson in 
Paris, and found that he had established 
himself there for a couple of months, had 
taken an atelier in the Avenue de Villiers, 
and he and his daughter were hard at work 
from ten o’clock in the morning till five in 
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the afternoon painting under the advice of a 
Parisian artist of repute. This is a good 
specimen of a doctor’s holiday, and illus- 
trates very well the dictum which is known 
to many of us to have a solid foundation in 
fact, that a holiday does not necessarily mean 
idleness, but a complete change of scene and 
variation of work. Toa busy man idleness is 
any thing but a pleasant relaxation, and the 
tedium and ennui of enforced idleness takes 
away a good deal from the pleasure of many 
a holiday which a hard-worked professional 
man takes without having had the ingenuity 
or the culture to discover for himself a liter- 
ary or artistic amusement which may vary his 
pursuits and fill in his idle time. It is prob- 
ably the unconscious sense of desiring to 
find some occupation even during the holi- 
day which gives so much popularity to the 
numerous congresses which now take place 
in Europe during the autumn vacation. 

We have had during August and Septem- 
ber first of all the congress of the British 
Medical Association at Cork, which always 
takes the lead, in time at least, and begins 
on the first Monday in August; that is to 
say, immediately after the close of the sum- 
mer session. ‘This was closely followed by 
the congress of the French Association for 
the Advancement of Science, at Montpellier, 
to which a considerable number of French 
medical men resorted, but which has not as 
yet attracted many foreigners. The fact is 
that the French people have not yet learned 
to practice any very extended or graceful 
hospitality, and the experience of French 
congresses which foreigners have had has not 
been such as to tempt any to repeat their ex- 
periences. Nothing could be more inhospi- 
table or worse managed than were the con- 
gresses of last year in Paris, where the guests 
were wholly neglected, private hospitality 
appeared not only to be unknown, but not 
to have suggested itself as a factor in such 
meetings, and the honors and pleasures of 
the reunion, even in its official aspects, were 
almost exclusively confined to the natives of 
the country. The reports of the medical 
section at Montpellier do not indicate any 
scientific work of importance, and even the 
French papers give little prominence to it. 

The International Medical Congress at 
Amsterdam was a very different affair and 
had a brilliant success. The Dutch are pro- 
verbially hospitable and sincere, and on this 
occasion they were presided over by an emi- 
nent man who happily combines the highest 
scientific capacity and reputation with court- 
ly polish, admirable tact, and great distinc- 














tion of manner. He is, besides, an accom- 
plished orator. Prof. Donders therefore was 
the deau ideal of a president; and in Dr. 
Guye, of Amsterdam, the Congress found a 
secretary who understood so well the duties 
of organization that it is a pity his services 
could not be continued in a more perma- 
nent manner. This was confessedly the most 
successful of the seven international, con- 
gresses which have now been held. It was 
very largely attended by foreigners from all 
parts of the world. The American visitors 
were not very numerous, but they thor- 
oughly upheld the reputation of American 
surgery, both for practical progress and for 
independence of thought and picturesque 
power of expression. Dr. Sayre, of New 
York, and Dr. Philip Turnbull, of Philadel- 
phia, were the most active representatives of 
America. The congress opened by a bril- 
liant address in French from Prof. Donders. 
He forgot for the moment the special re- 
searches in optics by which he immortalized 
his name in laying the foundations of our 
knowledge of optical measurements and the 
treatment of optical defects of vision with a 
view to disorders of the “ranspara media or 
of disease or imperfect action of the external 
muscles of the eye, and taking his stand 
upon the firm base of physiology, of which 
he is the greatest continental teacher, he 
surveyed the whole region of medical sci- 
ence in one of the most remarkable addresses 
which has for many years been given to a 
medical audience. I shall not here tran- 
scribe it, for you will easily find it entire in 
one or other of the London medical jour- 
nals or any of the French medical journals. 
But I may say that, without saying aught to 
hurt the susceptibilities of any of his daugh- 
ters, he managed to give the just place to each 
nation in the progress of medical science, 
and thus assigned to Germany and Holland 
the merited distinction which belongs to 
the countrymen of Mulder, Mohl, Schwann, 
Schleiden, and Virchow in laying the foun- 
dations of the new physiology of our age, 
and to the countrymen of Oken, Owen, Hux- 
ley, and Darwin their part in the creation 
of new theories of morphology. He even 
went so far as to intimate that the country- 
men of Claude Bernard would have been 
less disposed to attribute to the venerated 
teacher the foundation of general physiol- 
ogy if the science had been received more 
freely in France, and if they had been able 
to do justice to the labors of Henle, Moles- 
chott, Mulder, and Robert Mayer, who had 
already in northern countries tolled the knell 
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of the old theories of vital force, and pro- 
claimed the law of conservation of forces, 
and laid the foundations of general physi- 
ology. Nevertheless, so eloquent, so clear 
the reasoning, and so courteous the form in 
which this blow at a favorite idol of France 
was dealt that French critics found nothing 
to complain of; and one gentleman, writing 
home to a great French journal, in which I 
subsequently read the report, announced that 
Prof. Donders had paid striking homage to 
the illustrious Frenchman who had founded 
modern physiology. The accuracy of this 
statement is less remarkable than the inge- 
nuity with which it does homage to the 
French determination not only themselves 
to proclaim French science the head of the 
universe, but even to wrest that view from 
the most distinctly contrary declarations of 
competent critics. 

In the evening the burgomaster gave a 
public reception at the historic Hotel de 
Ville, and here Dr. Sayre aroused great en- 
thusiasm by the few words in which, when 
called upon by Prof. Donders, he replied in 
the name of America to the welcome ad- 
dressed to the congress by the civic author- 
ities. He recalled the fact that New York 
was once called New Amsterdam. “We 
come, therefore,’’ he said, “to our mother, 
and we recognize that to the solidity of char- 
acter, the perseverance, the culture, and 
the honor inherent in the highest types of 
Dutch character the new Amsterdam, now 
New York, owes an imperishable debt of 
gratitude to the old Amsterdam which now 
welcomes representatives of America to this 
congress.’’ These words were received with 
universal approbation, and the Dutch papers 
of the next day reproduced them in English 
as well as in Dutch, fearing, as the editor of 
the Handelsblood said, to take from them 
any of the felicitous charm which had pro- 
duced so great an effect. 

Subsequently in the section of surgery Dr. 
Sayre was asked to demonstrate his method 
of treatment of spinal curvature and Pott’s 
disease by suspension and the plaster jacket. 
The two cases brought in afforded very fa- 
vorable subjects for the demonstration; and 
in both cases, after the orthopedic instru- 
ments which they were wearing—one of 
which was that of Taylor, of New York— 
were removed and suspension employed and 
the jacket applied, not only was there a pal- 
pable increase in height and considerable 
rectification of the deviation of the spine, 
but the patients professed great relief and 
comfort, and moved about with so much 
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more ease and pleasure that this palpable 
demonstration of the advantages of the 
method which Dr. Sayre illustrated with 
so much force and dramatic power elicited 
great and universal applause. 

The most brilliant of the successes of the 
general meetings was the address of Prof. 
Lister. Mr. Lister was received with an en- 
thusiasm which is perhaps unprecedented in 
any great assemblage of “grave and rever- 
end signors.’’ The announcement that he 
was to give an address at the general meet- 
ing had collected the largest audience which 
was seen throughout the congress, upward of 
six hundred members being assembled. His 
appearance at the desk was the signal for an 
exhibition of enthusiastic admiration such 
as perhaps no other surgeon has ever had 
the intense gratification of receiving at the 
hands of such an assembly of members of 
his own profession. ‘The whole of the as- 
sembly, including a large proportion of gray- 
headed men famous in their own countries, 
and themselves often recipients of well-de- 
served applause, rose to their feet, waved 
their hats and handkerchiefs in the air, and 
for several minutes the proceedings were in- 
terrupted by long-continued and enthusiastic 
shouts of “ Lister,’’ with viva/s and expres- 
sions of applause couched in all languages, 
uttered with polyglot variety and in the 
manner belonging to each of the different 
nations. Mr. Lister’s speech was in fact a 
victorious reply to the objections addressed 
to his method by Mr. Savory at the congress 
of the British Medical Association. He de- 
livered his address in French and almost 
extemporaneously without notes. I expect, 
however, to be able to forward you a copy 
of the manuscript which he will draw up for 
insertion in the transactions of the congress, 
and you will be able to publish it before it 
has reached any other periodical in your 
country. You will find it the most inter- 
esting document which has appeared for 
some time on this subject. Its conclusion 
was received with the same applause as be- 
fore, and the meeting at once broke up. 

There was one rather amusing incident 
which has not attracted much attention, and 
which is not without its significance. Mr. 
Lister is well known as a very hot opponent 
of the admission of women to the practice 
of medicine, and has invariably declined to 
take part in any proceedings to which they 
were admitted. On this occasion several la- 
dies—M. D.’s of various universities—were 
present, and their presence by no means ap- 
peared to disconcert him, since he explained 
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with a good deal of minuteness the proceed. 
ings by which he was enabled to demonstrate 
that animal fluids preserved from contact 
with atmospheric germs remain unaltered, 
without any commencement of the putre- 
factive process. One of these illustrations 
was by carefully cleansing the glans penis 
with a solution of carbolic acid, and using 
it as a sort of stopper to a narrow-mouthed 
glass vessel rendered antiseptic by heat and 
other precautions, and causing the urine to 
be passed in this way directly into the anti- 
septic glass bulb, which was at once stop- 
pered with a thick layer of cotton wool. 
Under these conditions he said the urine 
would remain for an indefinite length of 
time free from putrefactive process. 

A great deal was expected at the congress 
from Prof. Virchow’s address on Medical 
Education, which formed the principal at-, 
traction of the last general meeting. This, 
however, hung fire, or rather the speech was 
delivered with so little animation and was 
protracted to so great a length that although 
the profound respect entertained by the au- 
dience for the illustrious professor kept them 
in their places, it was very evident it was 
not without considerable effort that they 


_ submitted to an ordeal which to most of 


them was confessedly wearisome. Subse- 
quently, however, Prof. Virchow redeemed 
his reputation as an orator of great fire and 
as a thinker of great*elevation by a magnifi- 
cent address which he extemporized to the 
students of Amsterdam on the occasion of 
their torchlight procession and welcome to 
the Association at its final banquet. This 
was a splendid effort of oratory, heart-stir- 
ring, full of noble enthusiasm, and consti- 
tuted perhaps the most interesting feature of 
the meeting. 

I ought not to forget to mention among 
the interesting personal incidents of the 
Congress the banquet which Dr. Sayre gave 
as American delegate to fifty of the leading 
personages of the Congress. It was attended 
by Lister, Morey, Ernest Hart, Palascino, of 
Naples, Becher, of Idelburgh; in fact, by the 
accepted representatives of all the different 
nationalities, and passed off with the great- 
est eclat. The American consul was on the 
right of the giver of the feast, and on his 
left the echevin of the city of Amsterdam. 
The speeches were warm and eloquent, and 
the dinner was first-rate, and left a very 
agreeable impression of American courtesy 
and hospitality on the minds of the guests. 
An opportunity was taken at this banquet 
by Dr. Warlomont, of Brussels, of doing jus- 














tice to the untiring energy and really ad- 
mirable devotion with which Dr. Seguin, of 
New York, has year after year and at each 
successive Congress brought under the notice 
of the assembled delegates of Europe the de- 
sirability of uniformity in weights, measures, 
forms of prescription, thermometrics, scales, 
and other medical records. The efforts of 
Dr. Seguin (said Dr. Warlomont) had not 
always met with the recognition which they 
deserved, and the success with which, in his 
opinion, they were destined to be crowned 
had been too long delayed. This warm trib- 
ute to the character and labors of a most es- 
timable man produced a happy effect, and 
drew from Dr. Seguin some heartfelt words, 
in which he expressed his thanks and once 
more renewed his advocacy. Subsequently 
at the general meeting Dr. Seguin read a 
» paper stating the progress made in the Uni- 
ted States, and asking for the formation of 
an international commission for the purpose 
of obtaining uniformity in medical records. 
The proposition was well received by the 
meeting, and a committee was formed in- 
cluding Prof. Donders and Dr. Guye, of 
Amsterdam; Prof. Morey and Dr. de Cham- 
bre, of Paris; Dr. Warlomont and Dr. Gille, 
of Belgium; Dr. Palascino, of Florence; Dr. 
Seguin and Dr. Sayre, of New York; and Mr. 
Ernest Hart, of London. 

I shall not attempt to discuss the scientific 
work of the sections, as you will find them 
recorded in many of the European journals 
which will reach you by this post, and es- 
pecially the British Medical Journal, which 
devotes twenty pages to the report. I would, 
however, note that among the most interest- 
ing of the novelties submitted were the der- 
metaphone and telephone of Dr. Hueter, of 
Greifswald, with which a most interesting 
demonstration was made of the facilities 
which these instruments afford of demon- 
strating the presence of deep abscesses in the 
bone and of examining local vascular tumors 
in the depths of the tissues, of which the di- 
agnosis might otherwise be doubtful. The 
claims which Dr. Hueter has made in these re- 
spects, with those remarkable instances, have 
often been doubted. After practically testing 
them and seeing them used, little doubt can 
be entertained that they are a most valuable 
addition to the means of diagnosis. 

Another very interesting set of instru- 
ments demonstrated in this section were the 
electrical polyscopes of Mr. Trouvé, of Paris, 
by which it is perfectly possible to illuminate 
the bladder or the stomach, and to see into 
them with great facility and completeness. 
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These achievements are not likely to be 
called very often into requisition, and are 
perhaps, therefore, less practical than the 
facility which this instrument affords of illu- 
minating the posterior nares from behind by 
the electric light so completely as to make 
very easy the diagnosis of any of the affec- 
tions of the posterior nares, which at pres- 
ent are often obscure and difficult of precise 
diagnosis and treatment. 

Prof. Donders also made a valuable com- 
munication in the ophthalmic section, giv- 
ing precise rules and formulz for the inves- 
tigation of color-blindness, and the applica- 
tion of recent knowledge to the railway and 
marine services; and Dr. Bouchut, of Paris, 
created much interest by exhibiting in the 
medical section a new vegetable pepsine ob- 
tained by himself and Prof. Wurtz, the emi- 
nent chemist of Paris, from the papaya of 
Java and South America. This new sub- 
stance, which he has christened papayine, pos- 
sesses all the digestive properties of animal 
pepsine, making very short work of a piece 
of beefsteak. The power which the papaya 
plant has of making meat tender has long 
been utilized by the inhabitants of Java, 
and in Neale’s Medical Digest and in some 
recent numbers of the London medical jour- 
nals many references have been made to this 
power as being likely to be of medical use. 
To Dr. Bouchut belongs, however, the credit 
of furnishing us with precise knowledge on 
the subject and of extracting the active prin- 
ciple. 

I fear that my notes on this Congress have 
run to so great a length that I must defer till 
my next letter notice of some other matters 
and some account of the doings of the med- 
ical world here during the vacation and 
after the opening of the schools to-morrow. 

The next meeting of the International 
Congress is intended to be held in Great 
Britain. The locality, however, is not yet 
settled, as none of the British delegates pres- 
ent at the meeting were prepared to take the 
responsibility of fixing a place and tender- 
ing an invitation to the Congress. The gen- 
eral success of the meeting has, however, 
produced a great impression both in Eng- 
land and in France; and there can be no 
doubt, in England especially, that the re- 
markable reception accorded to Prof. Lister, 
contrasting as it does very strongly with the 
relative coldness with which there was a dis- 
position to treat him by many of his surgical 
colleagues in London will have a lasting in- 
fluence upon the London school, which will 
feel compelled to give more marked atten- 
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tion to the teachings and example of Lister, 
now that so striking a testimony has been 
afforded by the assembled surgeons of Eu- 
rope of the high estimation in which his 
achievements are held by them, and the ex- 
tent to which he has raised throughout the 
world the reputation of British surgery. Al- 
ready the generous reception accorded to 
Mr. Lister in America had done much to 
open the eyes of the metropolitan surgeons 
to the wave of progress set in motion by his 
teaching, and the seal has been set upon this 
cosmopolitan verdict by the assembled sur- 
geons of Europe at Amsterdam. 
LonpDoN, Sept. 30, 1879. 





‘Meviews. 


A Treatise on Hygiene and Public Health. Ed- 
ited by ALBERT H. Buck, M. D., American Editor 
of Ziemsser’s Cyclopedia of Practical Medicine; 
Instructor in Otology in the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, New York, etc. Two volumes. New 
York: William Wood & Co. 1879. 


It is a sign of the times that a practical 
publishing -house should think it a paying 
enterprise to issue two huge volumes on the 
subject of hygiene. It needs no prophetic 
gift to forecast the future of preventive med- 
icine when “ practical’’ men have reason to 
expect a return for so much outlay. Itisa 
rare sight in this part of the world to see a 
treatise on Public Hygiene in the physician’s 
library, but the favor with which the colossal 
work of Ziemssen was received is ground for 
hope that inquiry for more light in the cure 
will turn the reader’s mind toward the re- 
corded gains made by research into the pre- 
vention of disease. ; 

Twenty odd volumes on Practical Medi- 
cine contain but little specific knowledge to 
enable us to lengthen life by remedying dis- 
ease. It is not claiming too much to say 
that the information concerning the preven- 
tion of premature death contained in these 
two would, if put to every-day use, have as 
marked an influence on the bills of mortality 
as the knowledge gained from that twenty. 
Every one who felt able to subscribe to 
Ziemssen’s Cyclopedia misses his best chance 
for a good bargain if he fails to get and study 
these volumes on hygiene which are intended 
to complete the series. Besides all that is 
really known on the subject, there is much 
judicious speculation, much that is intended 
to direct research in the path that promises 
to conduct to extension of knowledge. 
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The germ-theory of disease is recognized 
as a good working hypothesis by all the con- 
tributors, though Dr. Billings is disposed to 
consider it something more. General en- 
thusiasm upon the subject of prevention of 
disease is of such recent origin that the dif- 
ferent fields of study embraced in it have 
yielded as yet very imperfect harvests. Much 
is expected where the laborers are now so 
many and the ground so earnestly cultivated. 
The uncertainty of a science passing through 
this transitional period tends to discourage 
one who wishes to put its precepts into prac- 
tice. By the time he has accomplished what 
seems the best, he may learn that it is only 
good ; something better has already come to 
light ; indeed he may be told with authority 
that his best is shown at last to be unad- 
visable. Great cities erect at enormous cost 
waterworks getting their supply from a run- 
ning stream pronounced a pure source ac- 
cording to the dictum, “If sewage matter 
be mixed with twenty times its bulk of ordi- 
nary water and flow a dozen miles there is 
not a particle of that sewage to be discov- 
ered by chemical means.’’ Dr. Nichols now 
informs us that “the Rivers Commission of 
England have shown that not only is a flow 
of twelve miles insufficient to destroy the or- 
ganic matter of sewage when mixed with 
water in the above proportion of one to 
twenty, but also a flow of one hundred and 
sixty miles is far from sufficing for that pur- 
pose.”’ 

Experts who previous to the publication 
of these English reports relied on the princi- 
ples of water-analysis as set down by Parkes, 
Wauklyn, Fox, and others, and asserted from 
experimental data that a given supply of 
river-water was pure, will be disposed in fair- 
ness to amend their opinions when they read 
Dr. Nichols’s clear and convincing article 
ending in this conclusion: “It is certain 
that we can not decide with confidence as 
to when a stream once polluted becomes fit 
to drink. Moreover, as it is not possible by 
any practicable chemical treatment, or by 
any process of filtration, to make a polluted 
water wholesome, it is safer not to use as a 
source of domestic supply a water which is 
known to have been seriously polluted.” 
The central idea of his elaborate review of 
the subject is that care concerning the ma- 
terial allowed to flow into rivers and other 
surface waters is the best and only sure safe- 
guard. Unless one joins the ranks of those 


who deny that there is, as a rule, any direct 
connection between disease and drinking- 
water, except it be through the influence of 





















the disgust which a bad-smelling or filthy- 
looking water inspires, he must entertain to- 
ward all streams which receive the sewage 
of cities a suspicion which requires that a 
chemist’s assertion of their purity should be 
based on a standard far to the safe side of 
that hitherto employed. 

No sanitarian can afford to pass by this 
valuable heap of facts expecting as rich a 
store elsewhere. While the instance given 
above shows that sanitary science is not free 
from an unsettling character inherent in all 
growing sciences, it illustrates the broad and 
fresh way in which the open questions are 
generally treated. 

It is not only the most thorough hygienic 
treatise extant, but is “foremost in the files 
of time.”’ 

Each division is intrusted to a writer of 
high standing in that department, who, if 
he culls fairly the copious bibliography ap- 
pended to his article, must give us plenty 
fruit of the rarest and latest growth. 

While this codperative method of book- 
making has many advantages, it has draw- 
backs as well. It is difficult to avoid rep- 
etition or prevent that undue elaboration 
of a favorite idea to which specialists are 
peculiarly liable. 

Beside the thanks which Dr. Buck deserves 
from us all, we have one suggestion to offer: 
An American work on practical hygiene is 
in demand by many that are non-medical. 
Statesmen, engineers, architects, municipal 
officers, indeed all intelligent persons, want 
some such work. If Dr. Buck, as editor, will 
cancel all needless repetition, omit specula- 
tions concerning ultimate causes however 
interesting to doctors, give succinctly direct 
statements of the conditions known to be 
essential to the production of disease, with 
other proper matter, he can issue an abridged 
edition such as will better meet the general 
demand for something new, practical, and 
compact, embodying the knowledge which 
it is important for every one to have. 


Remarks on Ovariotomy, with the Relation of 
Cases and Peculiarities in Treatment. By 
NATHAN BozeMAN, M.D., New York, Surgeon to 
the Woman’s Hospital of the State of New York, 
etc. New York: Wm. Wood & Co. 1879. 


Dr. Bozeman’s universal reputation as a 
gynecologist entitles .all he writes to a care- 
ful perusal. These Remarks on Ovariotomy, 
although not claimed as presenting any thing 
especially new, offer some exceedingly prac- 
tical lessons as regards the comparative ben- 
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efits of cold-water douching for combating 
peritonitis and fever after ovariotomy, and 
the “ preparatory treatment,” which consists 
of the usual careful hygienic regulations and 
administration of tonics for some weeks be- 
fore the operation, and large doses of quinia 
the night before and the following morning. 
He then gives a brief history of eight ova- 
riotomies, the last ending fatally (cancer). 
These, with one successful case reported be- 
fore, make the death-rate 11.11 per cent. Dr. 
B., in his concluding remarks, very naively 
says, “I know of no operator in this coun- 
try who has cured eight out of nine of his 
first cases, the entire mortality being due 
to cancer; nor do I believe Europe affords 
another example of an operator having se- 
cured in his first cases eight consecutive 
successes—one hundred per cent.’’ 

The operations were all done under the 
carbolic-acid spray, and no doubt neatly 
and gracefully performed, as Dr. Bozeman 
performs all of his operations. 





The Mechanism of Retroversion and Prolap- 
sus of the Uterus considered in relation to the 
simple Lacerations of the Cervix Uteri and their 
Treatment by Bloody Operations. By NATHAN 
BozeMAN, M. D., New York. Reprint from Vol. 
III, Gynecological Transactions. 


This formidable title is no less formidable 
than the terrible “may be summarized in 
the following nine propositions: first,” etc., 
which begins on the first page and ends on 
the third; or “the different stages may be 
designated as follows: (1) the determining 
force, (2) the supplementing force, (3) the 
extruding force,’ and a mass of this class 
of reasoning; so that, take it all in all, we 
are under the impression that but few read- 
ers get further than the fourth page (there 
are only eighteen). The kernel of the nut 
is on page 16—a new vesico-vaginal uterine 
pessary, called by Dr. B. simply a “ vaginal 
support.” It is undoubtedly an original pes- 
sary, but it can not be described faithfuliy 
without a drawing thereof. We can not com- 
prehend why the Dr. should put this bright 
new light under a bushel of dry pages. Why 
not put it on the handle? But, despite the 
fault of the pages, the “vaginal support ’”’ 
seems to answer the general and long-con- 
tinued demand for a pessary that will sup- 
port not only the uterus, but as well the col- 
umns upon which it rests. If the “vaginal 
support is what is claimed for it by Dr. B. 
it will no doubt soon be in every physician’s 
hands. 
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‘Books and Pamphlets. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OF 
RusH MEDICAL COLLEGE, CHICAGO, 1879. 


TRACHEOTOMY WITH THE GALVANO-CAUTERY. 
By Wm. A. Byrd, M.D., St. Louis. Reprint from 
St. Louis Clinical Record. 1879. 


THE SANITARY PROBLEMS OF CHICAGO, PAST AND 
PRESENT. By J. H. Rauch, M.D., Chicago. Reprint 
from the Transactions of the American Public Health 
Association, Vol. IV. 


ON THE CONNECTION OF THE HEPATIC FuNc- 
TIONS WITH UTERINE HYPEREMIAS, CONGESTIONS, 
FLUXIONS, AND INFLAMMATIONS. With Appendix. 
By L. F. Warner, M. D., Boston, Mass., Vice-presi- 
dent of the Gynecological Society of Boston, Physi- 
cian to St. Elizabeth’s Hospital for Women, etc., etc. 
Reprint from Transactions of the American Medical 
Association, 1878. 


The Louisville Medical News. 


Back numbers of the LovISVILLE MEDICAL News, 
with several exceptions, can be supplied. The price 
is six cents per copy, postpaid. Persons wishing to 
complete their files of the News would do well to 
order missing numbers early, as but few copies remain 
of several of the issues. 

A limited number of bound volumes of the News 
is in stock. These can be obtained at the following 
prices: The News for 1876, Vols. I and II bound to- 
gether, $3.50; 1877, Vols. III and IV bound together, 
and 1878, Vols. V and VI bound together, each $4.50, 
or the three years for $11.00, postpaid. 

The bound volumes of the News contain each 
six hundred and fifty pages filled with much matter 
of permanent value. 

Address the publishers, 

Joun P. Morton & ComPAny, 
Louisville. 





Miscellany. 


THE SUSPENSION - TREATMENT OF SPINAL 
CuRVATURE.—Among the more interesting 
demonstrations of the International Medical 
Congress at Amsterdam were those by Dr. 
Sayre of his method of treatment of spinal 
curvature and Pott’s disease by suspension 
and the plaster jacket. The method was al- 
ready known and successfully practiced by 
a few surgeons in Holland. The brilliant 
success of Dr. Sayre’s remarkable demon- 
stration will undoubtedly contribute to pop- 
ularize rapidly this invaluable boon to sur- 
geons and patients. The cases included one 
of a patient wearing one of the recent mod- 
ern and highly improved apparatus for the 
treatment of lateral curvature. At once, on 


removal of the apparatus, it was found that 
the patient stood nearly an inch higher with- 
out it than with it, as will often be found 
on careful measurement after removing any 
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“special instrument ;’’ for nearly all, by the 
downward pressure on the shoulder, actually 
depress the column vertically, while they ex- 
ercise lateral pressure on the convexity of 
the spinal curve. The suspension made and 
the jacket applied, the patient, carefully 
measured by the surgeons present, was found 
to have gained another inch and a quarter, 
and moved about with an ease and comfort 
to which he had long been a stranger. The 
immediate satisfaction and relief afforded, 
and the rapid and easy cures of Pott’s dis- 
ease and spinal curvatures effected by Sayre’s 
method and jackets, are now matters of such 
every-day knowledge and experience that we 
can readily appreciate the enthusiastic satis- 
faction with which the demonstration and 
introduction of this method of treatment 
was hailed by new audiences of surgeons to 
whom they are still novelties. Dr. Sayre re- 
ceived the accustomed and well-deserved 
tribute of enthusiastic approval of the large, 
crowded, and highly-informed section of for- 
eign surgeons before whom his brilliant de- 
monstration was made. We say accustomed, 
because the same experience may have been 
noted wherever Dr. Sayre has demonstrated 
his method before an audience of medical 
men, whether at the great hospitals of Lon- 
don, at the congresses of Manchester, at Liv- 
erpool, or at Cork. We regret to have to 
note an exception. At the instance of Dr. 
Charcot, Dr. Sayre, who was intending to 
visit the congress at Montpellier, was per- 
suaded to pay a visit to Paris, to demonstrate 
his treatment by suspension and the applica- 
tion of the jacket to some of the surgeons 
of that metropolis. Dr. Charcot especially 
asked M. St. Germain to afford facilities for 
that purpose. Although suffering acutely 
from articular rheumatism and _ neuralgia, 
Dr. Sayre gave such a demonstration at the 
H6pital des Enfants, in the presence of M. 
St. Germain. That gentleman has since pub- 
lished “une appréctation,’’ which he will cer- 
tainly regret when he takes the trouble to 
come over to England and see for himself 
that what he condemns as “illogical and 
cruel’’ is proved by daily practice to be a 
painless, pleasant, speedy means of cure; 
that what he declares to be impossible is 
done every day ; that every country surgeon 
can do what he can not; and he will prob- 
ably then regret that in a moment of ill- 
informed spleen he has descended so low as 
to rail at the appearance, manner, and even 
the dress of a great surgeon who has added 
to the resources of our art a most beneficent, 
simple, and widely-applicable means of re- 

















lieving a widespread malady, and who has 
not shrunk from any labor or expenditure of 
time in laying his methods before the judg- 
ment of his profession, and communicating 
those details of practical execution of which 
it is evident that M. St. Germain still re- 
mains scornful because he has not realized 
their importance, and remains therefore un- 
successful.— British Medical Journal. 


Poison ANTIDOTES.—Jandousch’s general 
antidote for metallic salts consists of a mix- 
ture of iron sulphate and magnesium hydrate. 
As a certain preventive of phosphorus poi- 
soning, if administered immediately, he rec- 
ommends an emetic consisting of four fifths 
gram cupric sulphate, and as a reliable anti- 
dote for carbolic acid a mjxture of one part 
calcium hydrate and three parts of sugar. 
Hager considers freshly precipitated sesqui- 
oxide of iron an equally efficacious antidote 
for phosphorus, and also suggests the imme- 
diate administration of an emetic consisting 
of one gram cupric sulphate, followed by 
one half gram of the same emetic every five 
minutes until the patient vomits, in case of 
poisoning with hydrocyanic acid or potas- 
sium cyanide. The strychnia antidotes are 
very numerous; tannic.acid, chloroform, and 
chloral hydrate, in connection with emet- 
ics, however, appear to be most reliable.— 
Pharm. Centralb. 


THOsE “ Dirty SHILLINGS.’’—Several of 
our exchanges are commenting on the well- 
known fact that many physicians receive a 


few “dirty shillings” as percentage on their _ 


prescriptions. The practice under one form 
or another is widespread. Many physicians 
in this city demand as high as forty per cent 
upon the gross price of their prescriptions 
to patients, while others are content with 
twenty-five per cent, and yet others only 
ask their office-rent, while a goodly number 
only expect cigars and liquors free. Some 
degree of collusion between druggists and 
physicians exists almost every where, and 
probably always will; but the practice of 
giving any very substantial inducements to 
the physician for his influence is commer- 
cially and morally wrong. The doctor gains 
enough by having his prescriptions dispensed 
accurately to compensate him for the trouble 
of indicating his favorite druggist. If he 
fails to see the matter in this light, it is usu- 
ally muclf better to lose his influence than 
to buy it. Of course the percentage must 
be gained by excessive charges, which will 
not long escape notice by intelligent cus- 
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tomers. The druggist never gains sufficient 
by such compacts to compensate him for 
the “wear and tear’’ of conscience caused 
by the numerous fibs he must tell to account 
for his immoderate prices. Not a few doc- 
tors are so overanxious to drive their cus- 
tomers into the right shop that they unspar- 
ingly traduce other better druggists to whom 
their customers would naturally go. . . 

The practice which many physicians in- 
dulge in of dispensing medicine from pocket- 
cases and vest-pockets, when in the vicinity 
of good drug-stores, is an evil of consider- 
able magnitude, even in large cities, and is 
the very bane of pharmacy in small towns. 
Physicians attempt to justify their conduct 
in this respect by various and usually ill- 
grounded reasons, foremost among which 
they present “ economy to the patient,” and 
in a sub-rosa style to the patient, “‘incompe- 
tency and general unreliability of pharma- 
cists.’—Pharm. and Chem. 


INTERMITTENT INSANITY.—Dr. Hammond 
has lately reported a case of malarial insan- 
ity, and quotes Sydenham, Baillarger, Grie- 
singer, and Dagonet’s testimony as to the ex- 
istence of such an affection. We have seen 
two such cases. Both yielded to antiperi- 
odics, 


Cuoreic Portry.—From the New York 
Sun, dedicated to a notorious divine: 
He unfurl-ed his tongue 
And he wav-ed his limb, 
And the people said, 
“Ts that him ?” 
His voice is charming 
And his gestures delight us. 
He’s not like St. Paul, 
But he is like St. Vitus. 


WHAT NEXT?—Just in the midst of the 
great shower of new elements and new rem- 
edies comes Prof. Meyer, of Zurich, with the 
announcement that chlorine is really a com- 
pound containing oxygen. The proofs are 
not yet made public.—Pharm. and Chem. 


INTERMITTENT ANOSMIA.—A case of this 
rare affection, loss of smell (accompanied 
in this instance, as is usual, by loss of taste), 
is copied in the St. Louis Clinical Record 
from the Jour. de Méd. et de Chir. Pratique. 
Quinia cured it. 


A SEVENTY-EIGHT-INCH BEARD On a man 
of forty-five years is reported in the Medical 
Advance. The possessor of the beard resides 
in Lenawee County, Mich. His beard has 
attained its length in twelve years. 





Delections. 


Salicylate and Alkaline Treatment of Acute 
Rheumatism.—The following abstracts are made 
from an analysis of one hundred and fifty-eight cases 
by D. W. Finlay, M.D., and R. H. Lucas, M.R.C.S., 
London, in London Lancet: 

The results we have to show are those of an an- 
alysis of one hundred and fifty-eight typical cases 
of acute rheumatism treated in the Middlesex Hos- 
pital; sixty by salicylate of soda, sixty by the old 
alkaline method, and thirty-eight by a combination 
of alkalies and quinine. All of these cases, with 
the exception of the drug administered, were treated 
in a precisely similar manner and influenced by the 
same surroundings. 

Pyrexia, The average duration of pyrexia in the 
cases treated by the salicylate of soda was found to 
be 5.7 days. In the cases treated by alkalies alone it 
was 10.3 days. In those in which quinine was com- 
bined with the alkaline treatment it was 11.6 days. 
With regard to the influence of the quinine in the 
last-named group, it is not easy to see how this should 
have been unfavorable. Probably the smaller num- 
ber of cases may render the observation of doubtful 
value, and the drug itself was not given in what would 
now be considered antipyretic doses. 

Foint-affection. The difference in result is no less 
marked under this head. The cases treated by the 
salicylate show an average of five or six days’ dura- 
tion. The averages for the treatment by alkalies and 
alkalies and quinine respectively are 12.2 and 10.07. 

Influence on the Condition of the Heart. Looking 
to the power possessed by the salicylate of cutting 
short the pyrexia and joint-affection, one would natu- 
rally expect that its influence would appear also in 
limiting the tendency to the occurrence of endocar- 
ditis and pericarditis. This, however, is not borne out 
by the results of our analysis. Of the cases treated 
by the salicylate 11.6 per cent developed endocarditis 
or pericarditis under treatment, while the percentage 
in the case of the alkaline treatment was 6.6, and in 
the combined treatment 13.1. Too much stress must 
not be laid on the comparison in regard to this point, 
for it must be borne in mind that nearly seventy per 
cent of the cases in the first and second group, and 
over fifty per cent of those in the third, have some 
heart-complication developed before admission to the 
hospital, thus leaving a comparatively small number 
from which to draw any general conclusion. 

Relapse. In the cases treated by the salicylate there 
occurred relapses in 26.6 per cent; in those treated 
by alkalies, and by alkalies and quinine, 8.3 and 7.8 
per cent respectively. The results here are very much 
against the sylicylate treatment, and there is a uni- 
versal concurrence of opinion on this point among all 
who have investigated the subject. It may be hoped 
that this undoubted tendency to relapse may be over- 
come after further experience, and to this end a grad- 
ual discontinuance of the use of the drug, together 
with a longer confinement in bed, and liquid diet, 
seem to hold out the most hopeful prospects. 

Return of Pain without Pyrexia. Ten per cent of 
the salicylate cases show return of pain, as against 
6.6 per cent of the alkaline and eighteen per cent of 
the alkaline and quinine combined. It should be re- 
marked that the return of pain in the salicylate cases 
has generally taken place after the use of the drug 
has been discontinued, and the pain has been quickly 
relieved by a return to the remedy. 
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Stay in the Hospital. Owing to the shorter dura. 
tion of pyrexia and pain occurring in connection with 
the salicylate treatment, convalescence becomes estab. 
lished much sooner than when the other methods of 
treatment have been employed; and were it not for 
the dangers of relapse these cases might be discharged 
ata much earlier period. With the discovery of some 
modification in the plan of treatment which should 
obviate this risk a notable improvement may be looked 
for here. 

In conclusion, we would remark that cases occa- 
sionally occur which seem to be quite insusceptible to 
the action of salicin or its compounds; while, on the 
other hand, a few so speedily show its toxic effects 
(such as giddiness, sickness, headache, and delirium) 
that its use has to be abandoned before it has had 
time to influence the rheumatism. 

It should be noted that the usual dose of salicylate 
of soda was fifteen grains every three hours; of the 
alkalies, fifteen grains of the bicarbonate of potash, 
with a like quantity of the acetate, every four or six 
hours; and of quinine, where this was regularly given, 
two to five grains in pill, thrice daily. 


Piece of a Metallic Catheter in the Bladder 
passed per Rectum.—The patient, an old man of 
seventy-eight, who, after the operation of lithotripsy 
several years ago, was in the habit of using a me- 
tallic catheter, one day broke off a piece of the same, 
which, after first remaining a while in the urethra, 
was during the following catheterization pushed com- 
pletely into the bladder. The piece in question was 
seven centimeters long and five millimeters in thick- 
ness, and was pointing upward in the bladder, with 
its point—the broken end—resting upon the base of 
the bladder. In consequence of the age of patient, 
all operative interference was abstained from. The 
inflammatory reaction was very mild, and on the fifth 
day after the accident the piece of catheter passed 
with fecal matter from the rectum, without having 
caused a vesico-rectal fistula. In the Société de Chir, 
de Paris the expectant treatment was unanimously 
condemned, as the age of the patient was no contra- 
indication to the operation for stone, which, especially 
per rectum, would have been easy.— Boeters ( Berlin) 
Centralblatt fiir Chirurgie; Hospital Gazette. 


Case of Depraved Appetite. — Dr. Fulton re- 
lates the case of a girl who when six years old ex- 
hibited a singular taste for feeding on slugs, beetles, 
cockroaches, spiders, and other repulsive insects. She 
had been carefully brought up as one of thirteen chil- 
dren, in no one of whom did a similar depravity of 
appetite exist. There was no trace of insanity in the 
family. The girl was remarkable for an extremely 
amiable disposition. She was somewhat below the 
ordinary in intellect, but had remarkable aptitude for 
mimicry and repartee. She was of slight but perfect 
physique. This disposition continued several years, 
her appetite becoming perfectly normal about the age 
of fourteen.—Australian Med. Four. 


Dr. Bumstead says: 1. The virus of venereal sores 
is dual; 2. Some venereal sores are due to inoculation 
of the syphilitic virus; 3. Other venereal sores are due 
to the products of simple inflammation; 4. The two 
poisons may be inoculated simultaneously. 


Leprosy, Dr. Munroe contends, in the Edinburgh 
Medical Journal, is contagious. 
[This opinion is held by few.] 

















Treatment of Typhoid Fever.—In a large 
number of cases sleep followed the bath, varying 
from half an hour to two or three. The general 
conclusion formed of the value of the bath is that in 
the milder cases and in some of the severe cases in 
the early period of the disease the bath given once or 
twice daily is a useful way of relieving the discom- 
fort produced by the heat, of allaying restlessness and 
producing sleep; that beyond temporary relief of 
symptoms it had no effect on the course of the dis- 
ease or on the general mortality; and lastly, that in 
severe cases the remedy was inadmissible, owing to 
its depressing effect on the body generally, to the ex- 
haustion which its administration entailed; but above 
all, for its definite and marked effect upon the circu- 
lation, which it invariably greatly weakened. 

“If fever depend upon a poison in the blood it is 
not to be dislodged by the act of vomiting nor washed 
out by the forcible descent of cold water upon the 
skin” (Sir T. Watson). I believe the expectant treat- 
ment to be the best. There are cases which recover 
and cases which die, and in order that we may not 
prevent the one nor hasten the other I think the safest 
course in the present state of our knowledge is to ab- 
stain from interference. ‘ Opportunum medicamentum 
est opportune cibus datus (Celsus) ; to which let us add 
general hygienic measures and good nursing, and I 
believe the treatment of acute disease to be almost 
complete. An occasional opiate to relieve pain, a 
little wine to help a failing heart, a laxative to relieve 
constipation, will be useful adjuvants, if judiciously 
employed; but I do not think they will be any thing 
more.— Dr. Collie, in British Medical Fournal. 


Inversion of the Vagina and Prolapsus Uteri 
from sudden Effort.—Patient, aged twenty-six, had 
one child nine months ago. Defecation and micturi- 
tion painful since three weeks before, when she lifted 
a heavy box down a staircase, and “felt something 
drop.” The vagina was almost completely inverted: 
complete procidentia. Uterine cavity measured three 
and a half inches, the supra-vaginal cervix being the 

rincipal seat of elongation. The os was surrounded 
by a granular erosion. <Anteriorly, the vesico-vaginal 
wall bulged considerably, forming a cystocele. The 
parts were easily replaced, and held in position by a 
small flexible ring pessary; aloes to be taken every 
morning, if necessary. Attention was called to the 
danger of excising the cervix in such cases, owing to 
the risk of opening the bladder or even the perito- 
neum. The erosions on the os healed in less than 
a month without further treatment. Treatment by 
caustics is objectionable-—Adstract from the Lancet. 


External Application of the Bromide of Po- 
tassium.—The good effects obtained from bromide 
of potassium in all reflex irritations due to teething 
are well known, but M. Peyraud claims that better 
results can be obtained by direct local application of 
the remedy to the gums than from its internal admin- 
istration. He uses a mixture of one part of the bro- 
mide to six or seven parts of honey, with sufficient 
water to dissolve the salt and enough alcohol to pre- 
serve the mass. This should be gently rubbed on the 
gums four or five times a day. In cases of diarrhea 
caused by dentition a few drops of Sydenham’s laud- 
anum may be added with advantage. The bromide 
acts as an anesthetic to the mucous membrane, as a 
caustic to the excoriations, and through its effect on 
the general nervous system. It quiets immediately 
the urticaria of dentition, and under its influence 
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those excessively nervous children in whom the erup- 
tion of the teeth is irregular and difficult pass through 
this period without convulsive phenomena. 

M. Peyraud has also used it with success in caries 
of the teeth and of some of the long bones, and in 
diphtheria. Carious teeth he fills with powdered bro- 
mide, which is retained in its place by a tampon of 
cotton. The first application calms the pain in about 
twenty minutes, and the tooth gradually becomes in- 
sensible. In caries of the long bones the fistulz are 
washed out with a solution of the bromide in glyc- 
erine and water. Diphtheritic membranes are pow- 
dered with the finely-pulverized salt every two, three, 
or four hours, according to the severity of the case. 
A cure results in from twenty-four hours to five days, 
the average being about three to four days.— Your. 
de Méd.; Medical Record. 


Pulse-Curve.—In a healthy individual the pulse- 
curve, as obtained in the arteries—e. g. the carotids— 
is principally composed (a) of a primary up-stroke, 0, 
which is caused by the contents of the left ventricle 
having been suddenly thrown into the aorta. It is 
followed by (4) a down-stroke, %, which corresponds 
to the post-systolic vacuum; then follows another 
short up-stroke, s; (c) of one or more up-strokes, 4 
and &, both dicrotous, and placed at equal intervals, 
oA=AB. They originate at the root of the aorta. 
2. These up-strokes are propagated toward the per- 
iphery with a rapidity, V, which in each artery is equal 
to one ninth of the square root of a fraction. The 
numerator of this fraction consists of the product of 
the acceleration of the gravity, zg, the coefficient of 
elasticity of the vessel, Z, and the thickness of its 
wall,a. The denominator is the product of the spe- 
cific gravity of the blood, A, and of the diameter of 
the vessel, d. 3. Owing to the variability of the 
coefficient of elasticity, the rapidity of propagation 
increases as the blood-pressure increases, and de- 
creases as the latter decreases. 4. This same varia- 
bility is the cause that the interval between the dicro- 
tous up-stroke and the primary up-stroke increases 
steadily toward the periphery. The primary up-stroke 
being more elevated, the dicrotous, the coefficient of 
elasticity, must be higher, and the rapidity of prop- 
agation greater.— Dr. A. Jsebree Moens (Goes), in 
British Medical Fournal. 


Neurasthenia as a Cause of Disease in Fe- 
males forms the subject of the introductory paper 
of Dr. Goodell at the annual meeting of the Amer- 
iean Gynecological Society this year. In this paper 
the author argues with much force—and also, as 
we think, wisdom—that many of the diseases which 
are referred to the womb as a cause are really 
due to general affections which operate so as to 
weaken the nervous system. From this view of 
their causation, Dr. Goodell maintains that such 
patients should not be treated by local measures 
applied to the womb, which frequently do harm 
rather than good, but partly by moral treatment, and 
partly and chiefly by such means as subdue ova- 
rian irritation and improve nutrition, while conserv- 
ing and stimulating nervous energy. Three cases 
successfully treated are recorded in the paper, and 
others are referred to indirectly. In those cases Dr. 
Goodell put the patients into a dark, quiet room, fed 
them upon skimmed milk and eggs, gave large doses 
iron, malt extract, and other analeptics, and applied 
massage and electricity. The results were most en- 
couraging.—Zdinburgh Med. Four. 





Physiological Albuminuria.—Dr. Marcacci ob- 
serves (Z’ /mperzia/e) that the presence of albuminuria 
in the urine is considered by the majority of physi- 
cians as the index of a pathological condition, though 
Bernard, Vogel, Hoffman, and others have pointed 
out that albuminuria may be met with in men whose 
health is perfect, and under certain conditions of ali- 
mentation. The excessive consumption of eggs is 
only one of the conditions of this sort of physiolog- 
ical albuminuria. It is somewhat difficult to prove 
that the presence of albumen is not related either to 
a morbid state or to a special régime. . . . Never- 
theless, according to M. Marcacci, a series of obser- 
vations made upon himself has proved to him that 
albumen may be found in a physiological urine. Al- 
bumen, he says, is constantly absent in nocturnal 
urine; upon the contrary, it is very rarely absent in 
diurnal urine. It is possible to make albumen appear 
in the diurnal urine by executing rotary movements 
of the arm for from ten to fifteen minutes in such 
fashion as the pulse is raised from seventy-five to one 
hundred and fifteen pulsations per minute.—Sritish 
Medical Fournal. 


Pilocarpin as a Remedy for Alopecia.—Dr. 
G. Schmitz, of Cologne, has reported the cases of 
two bald men whom he treated in his ophthalmic 
practice with subcutaneous injections of hydrochlo- 
rate of pilocarpin, to produce absorption of inflam- 
matory residua within the eye. In both a secondary 
effect, consisting in the rapid growth of young downy 
hairs on the bald parts of the scalp, was observed. 
In the first case a man of sixty had in four months 
his whole head covered partly with gray and partly 
with black hairs of considerable growth, and so as 
entirely to obliterate the previous baldness. Dr. 
Schmitz calls the attention of the profession to these 
facts with a view to elicit from others whether they 
have made any similar observations. — Med. Times 
and Gazette. 


Origin of the Sounds and Murmurs in the 
Vascular System.—The existence of sounds in the 
vascular system is due to the following five causes, 
one of which also produces the valvular bruit: 1. The 
sudden transition of the valves of the heart, the veins, 
and the venous walls from a state of relaxation to a 
state of tension. 2. The contraction of the cardiac 
muscle. 3. The blood is propelled into a dilated 
portion of the circulatory tract with a certain mini- 
mum rapidity, the value of which depends on the re- 
lations between the dimensions of the constricted and 
the dilated vascular tract. When the rapidity of the 
circulation sinks beneath this minimum the sound 
degenerates into a bruit. The latter gradually grows 
weaker and vanishes entirely as the rapidity of the 
blood-current decreases. 4. The blood-waves of the 
arterial trunks. The first two sounds are caused by 
the primary vibrations of the wall; the latter two by 
the primary vibrations of the fluid, which produce 
secondary vibrations in the vascular wall. To these 
four may be added—5. The pulsation of the arteries, 
which depends on the elongation of the vessels dur- 
ing their diastole—Prof. H. Heynsius (Leyden), in 
British Medical Fournal. 


Curare.—The Presse Médicale, of Vienna, says 
that Dr. Kunze, of Germany, has injected under the 
skin of twenty-four invalids in hospital half a grain 
each of curare, and stated that fo his astonishment 
those injections had not killed.—ospital Gazette. 
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Boracic Acid in Skin Diseases.—Prof. Neu- 
mann prescribes an aqueous solution in parasitic dis- 
eases, an alcoholic in the itching of urticaria and 

uritus, an ointment in all forms of eczema. Com- 

ined treatment with soapwash and tar is neces 
in infiltrated eczema. Aqueous and alcoholic solu- 
tions are applied with a sponge or brush, or the rem- 
edy is dusted over as a powder. In pityriasis and 
herpes tonsurans solutions of 10-20: 300, with the 
addition of 2.5-3.0 oil of cloves; in eczema, a salve 
of 10:50. An infusion of cloves may be added to 
the alcoholic extract. 


Choice of Drinking-Water with reference to 
Public Health.—1. It is necessary for the public 
health that the drinking-water contain neither am- 
monia nor nitrous oxide. It may contain a certain 
amount of organic substances, nitric oxide, oxide of 
lime, chlorine, and sulphuric acid. 2. The calori- 
metric method is by far the best for making chemical 
analyses. 3. Our knowledge of the physical prop- 
erties of clay and calcareous soil is of great use in 
helping us to find good drinking-water and to keep it 
pure.—Dr. van Tienhoven (Hague), in British Med- 
ical Fournal. 


Dislocation of the Neck.—A case of traumatic 
dislocation of the fifth cervical vertebra of one week’s 
duration, with immobility and distortion of the head 
and neck, paralysis of the arms and legs, inability to 
swallow food, and reduction by suspension by the 
head and rotation of the body, is reported by Wm. J. 
Morton, M. D., of New York, in the Medical Record. 
Patient perfectly relieved. 


Etiology and Treatment of Catatony.—1. It 
will be found useful to classify under the name of 
catatony a series of certain cases, the principal symp- 
tom of which is an inability to act. This must be 
attributed to some lesion of the motor centers of the 
brain. 2. As catatony frequently appears as a com- 
neues of divers nervous affections, such as cata- 
epsy, hysteria, epilepsy, or melancholy with stupor, 
it is impossible to indicate a special etiology or treat- 
ment of the affection —Dr. Donkersloot (Dordrecht), 
in British Medical Fournal. 


Gooseskin has, according to Dr. Behrend, in his 
work on Skin Diseases, important relations to foren- 
sic medicine. While met with pretty constantly in 
drowned spersons, it is found with far greater fre- 
quency in suicides of every form, though absent in 
those who have been murdered. This affords a point 
of distinction, when it is in question whether a given 
case is one of murder or suicide. 


Ethylate of Sodium for Nevus.—Dr. Purdon 


agrees with Dr. Richardson in believing that the 
ethylate of sodium is a specific for nevus. He has 
also removed a small patch of cutaneous cancer on 
the lower lip by the ethylate; while three cases of 
lupus and one of warty growth on the back of the 
hand are progressing satisfactorily under treatment. 


Lady Doctors,—Without making too sweeping 
an assertion, I believe that medical women, if they 
became general, would have a strong tendency to in- 
crease immorality, and therefore disease. At present, 
as I trust they ever will remain, they are merely phys- 
iological curiosities or mental monstrosities. —Dr. 776- 
bits, in London Lancet. 








